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City of Cerritos  
Department of Community Development 
18125 Bloomfield Avenue Cerritos, CA 90703 
(562) 916-1201  www.cerritos.us 

FILM & PHOTOGRAPHY PERMIT 
GENERAL GUIDELINES 

   
General Filming & Photography Guidelines: 
 
 

1. Filming Hours: Normal filming and photography hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Any request for 
filming outside these hours may require additional review timeframes.  
 

2. Film Permit Duration: An approved Film & Photography Permit is valid for five (5) consecutive calendar 
days and may be renewed at the discretion of the Director of the Department of Community 
Development, if it causes no interference with the public use of the facility or the overall health and safety 
of the public.  
 

3. Applicant Responsibility: Unless otherwise identified, the applicant serves as the primary point-of-contact 
and representative of the production company throughout the entire duration of the production. Should 
there be multiple contacts for various phases of the production, such persons shall be identified in writing 
as part of the written description/cover letter and/or within the Film & Photography Permit Application.  
 

4. Compliance: The applicant shall be on site at all times to ensure that all guidelines for use, policies and 
procedures, and applicable Local, State and Federal laws are being adhered to. All permits and licenses 
required to conduct the permitted activities shall be obtained and in full effect. 
 

5. Termination of Production: If permit terms are violated, the City of Cerritos may revoke a Film & 
Photography Permit at any time. In the event that an authorized representative of the City of Cerritos finds 
that activities being conducted by the applicant unnecessarily endangers the health and safety of any 
person, that said activities are or will cause damage to real property, or the schedule or restrictions 
specified in the permit are not adhered to, the City may suspend or cancel the permit. The City of Cerritos 
reserves the right to cancel the permit at any time without incurring any liability to the applicant 
whatsoever. Any deposits or fees may be partially or totally forfeited. The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department is the law enforcement agency for the City of Cerritos and may enforce all conditions of the 
permit to protect the health and safety of its citizens. 
 

6. Production Activities: 
• Lighting: Any external lighting used for filming must not be directed into public streets or residential 

areas without prior approval of the City of Cerritos. 
• Special Effects: Any filming activity that requires the use of flammable materials, explosive devices, or 

open flames is considered a special effect. The applicant must obtain a special effects permit from 
the Los Angeles County Fire Department Public Safety & Film Unit. All special effects permits require 
a licensed special effects pyrotechnics operator. 

• Gunfire/Firearms: Gunfire or the brandishing of firearms must be identified in the permit request. This 
activity may require a Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department deputy be present to ensure safety 
and proper notification to appropriate law enforcement offices. Gunfire activity can require extensive 
notification beyond the standard 500 feet to ensure all those potentially affected by the activity are 
notified. 

• Storage: No equipment or vehicles will be stored overnight without prior approval of the City of 
Cerritos. 

• Utilities: Electricity, sanitary facilities, phones, photocopy service and trash receptacles shall be 
provided by the applicant.  

• Signage: All signs erected or removed for filming purposes will be removed or replaced by the 
applicant upon completion of the use of that location unless otherwise stipulated by the Film & 
Photography Permit. This is to include signs posted to direct the company to the location. 
 

7. Public Safety: 
• Sheriff: Applicants are responsible for contacting and hiring Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 

deputies if required by their permit. All Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department deputies have the 
authority to enforce all filming permits issued within the limits of the City of Cerritos. They are 
authorized to enforce, modify, or revoke a permit for safety reasons. 
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• Fire Department: A permit from the Los Angeles County Fire Department is required for all 

filming/photography in the City of Cerritos. The applicant is required to comply with the terms of the 
permit which may include hiring Fire Safety Advisors/Officers to be on site for the duration of 
filming/photography. 
 

8. Street Closures: 
• Traffic: The applicant must provide the City of Cerritos and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 

with location schedules and a diagram for any street closures to prevent potential traffic and/or 
parking problems. 

• “No Parking” Signage: Temporary “No Parking” signs may be permitted and must be requested by the 
applicant as part of the Film & Photography Permit Application. Temporary signs are only required for 
production equipment and crew vehicles that wish to park in unpermitted parking zones and do not 
apply to cast/crew parking. The applicant is responsible for posting signs 48 hours in advance and 
may not be enforced if temporary signs are posted less than 48 hours. All temporary signage shall be 
subject to inspection by City staff. The applicant is responsible for all posting materials and services.  

• Intermittent Traffic Control (ITC): ITC is allowed on roadways for a maximum of two (2) minutes at a 
time, upon request by the applicant. ITC requests must be included as part of the written 
description/cover letter to be submitted with the Film & Photography Permit Application. The applicant 
is required to use Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputies for any filming requiring ITC and is 
responsible for requesting and paying applicable fees for the required deputies. A copy of any such 
requests and/or approvals from Los Angeles County must be submitted to the City as part of the Film 
& Photography Permit Application.  

• Traffic Lanes Closure: Various streets and roads may be closed to through traffic for filming. If 
applicable, a detailed traffic plan must be submitted as part of a Film & Photography Permit 
Application. Consideration is given to the activity, type of road, volume of traffic, day and time of 
request, and other factors to determine the feasibility of the closure. Advance warning signs and all 
other traffic control devices for approved closures must conform to Federal, State, and local 
regulations. Production companies are required to use Los Angeles County Sherriff’s deputies for 
traffic control.  
 

9. City Facilities:   
• Staff Oversight: A Facility Coordinator or authorized City of Cerritos representative will be assigned to 

the production at a cost billed to the applicant. The representative will have the right to enter area of 
use at all times during the period covered by the permit in order to ensure compliance with the permit. 

• Food Sales and/or Consumption: Except where otherwise designated, no food or drink is permitted in 
the interior of City facilities during filming. Areas of use by the applicant are to be kept continually free 
of trash and debris and maintained in a safe manner. Cables, dolly track, and other potential hazards 
are to be shielded. Interior floors are to be protected with layout board. Exterior landscaped areas are 
to be undisturbed unless otherwise agreed. Cast and crew meals shall be confined to the area 
designated in the Film & Photography Permit. Individuals shall eat within their designated meal area. 
All trash must be disposed of properly upon completion of the meal. 

• Facility Maintenance: The applicant will not damage or deface any part of the areas being used. 
Specifically, the applicant will not drive or allow others to drive nails, tacks or screws into any part of a 
building or its furnishings therein or apply tape or other materials to walls. The applicant will cover all 
interior floor surfaces with layout board or mats as required to protect flooring. The applicant will not 
remove, trim, cut, or in any way alter trees and/or landscaping without prior approval of the City of 
Cerritos. The applicant will restore site to the original condition upon completion of shooting unless 
otherwise approved by the City. 
 

10. Credits:  
• If your Production includes credits, a “Thank You to the City of Cerritos” would be appreciated. 

 
 
  


